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Gabriel Biren & Boy Scout Troop 927 Reorganize the St. Bernard Library 

Gabriel Biren, recent graduate and valedictorian from St. Bernard High School class of 2014, gave his alma 

mater one last gift before heading off to study computer science at UCLA.  Gabriel organized 45 volunteers, 

including former SBHS students and members of Troop 927 from Westchester, in addition to, volunteers 

from other Boy Scout Troops.  The group spent approximately 247 man-hours completing the library 

reorganization service project.   

The St. Bernard library was remodeled in the summer of 2013, and although the books were placed back on 

the shelves, they were not in a useful order.   During Gabriel’s last year at St. Bernard he discovered, “The 

library upon being renovated was really a nice space to be in, but it lacked functionality.  What we did was 

return the functionality and order to the library making it fully operational again.  I have set up the library 

check out on an honor system, but because I am studying computer science beginning this fall, I want to 

return one day to set up an integrated library system.”    

The first step was for the group to sort through about 3000 books that were in storage.  The volunteers 

determined the books’ relevance and then brought them from the storage rooms to the library where they 

organized the non-fiction books according to the Dewey Decimal system and fiction was sorted 

alphabetically by author.  The team then cleaned up the storage room and donated over a 100 boxes of books 

to Goodwill.     

Gabriel, a leader and a problem solver both on and off the St. Bernard campus,  joined the Boy Scouts three 

years ago and said, “Being a Boy Scout has given me a lot of opportunities I wouldn’t have had had I not 

joined.  As a patrol leader and in various other jobs, I learned to hone my leadership skills and I am always 

looking to be of service in his community.  I am so delighted that I was able to be of service to SBHS.”  

We invite YOU to campus to discover the Blessed, Bold, and Brilliant community we call: St. Bernard.  Please 

contact Christina McCole 310-823-4651 x 113 or cmccole@stbernardhs.org  for more information or to arrange 

a campus tour today.   
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