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POMONA CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 59 STUDENTS AT THEIR 116TH 

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 

 

Pomona, CA (May 20, 2015) –Pomona Catholic celebrated their 116th Baccalaureate 

Mass and Commencement Exercises for the 59 students in the graduating Class of 

2015 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church.  Notable guests included celebrant Reverend 

Samuel Ward (Associate Director of Vocations for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles), Sr. 

Angela Hallahan (High School Religion Certification Director for the Archdiocese of Los 

Angeles), and keynote speaker Ms. Barbara Kutyla Doyer (Pomona Catholic Class of 

1973) 

 

Among our graduates was Valedictorian Jennifer Villacis; a legacy student with sisters 

graduating in 2009 and 2000.  Jennifer will be attending the University of Southern 

California in the fall where she will major in Civil Engineering. Jennifer won 

departmental awards in Religious Studies, Mathematics, Science, and English. She is a 

Gates Millennium Scholar, an Edison Scholar and has been awarded the Norman 

Topping Scholarship at USC.  She is the second Gates Millennium Scholar from 

Pomona Catholic in 2 years.  Class of 2014 graduate, Yesenia Perez, also received the 

Gates Millennium Scholarship;  it is a ten year, world-wide scholarship to the schools of 

her choice. 

 

Our Salutatorian Amanda Elias will be attending the University of California Los Angeles 

in the fall where she will major in Biology. Amanda was recognized for Excellence in 

Calculus and received a scholarship from the Rotary Club for outstanding service to her 

school community. She was also awarded many merit scholarships from other colleges 

and universities due to her academic success.  Additionally, Pomona Catholic 

graduates accumulated over 3 million dollars in merit and athletic scholarships.  For 

more information on the graduating class please contact Mrs. Rebecca Arteaga, Vice 

Principal, at (909) 623-5297 ext. 26 or rarteaga@pomonacatholic.org. 

 

The John and Dorothy Shea Foundation, in partnership with the Archdiocese of Los 

Angeles, have generously appropriated funds for air conditioning the student centered 

rooms and space at Pomona Catholic.  The Shea Foundation has extended this gift to 

us, “…as a result of the success of our students, dedication of our faculty and staff, 
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parent involvement, and collaboration with our community,” says Principal Samuel 

Torres, “This gift is a demonstration of confidence and commitment in the belief of the 

mission of Pomona Catholic for the next century.”  For more information on this project 

and our continued growth and advancement please contact Mr. Samuel Torres at (909) 

623-5297 or storres@pomonacatholic.org. 

 

Pomona Catholic is a culturally-diverse, Archdiocesan co-ed middle school and all girls 

high school that fosters the development of the whole person, stressing academic 

excellence, personal integrity, and sensitivity to others in their spiritual journey. Pomona 

Catholic offers a comprehensive curriculum dedicated to serving a range of academic 

ability levels. A strong co-curricular and athletic program enhances the social and 

physical development of each student. 
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